LENIN’S “SEALED TRAIN”
Karl Radek Lifts Veil on Bolsheviki’s Trip

Across Germany After Revolution

The following account of the {trip
through Germany of the famous ‘“sealed
¢rain ’ carrying Nikolat Lenin and a
group of his Bolishevist fellow-cxilcs
en route from Switzerland to Russia in
the Spring of 1917 was written for a
rocent special number of "Humanrié, the
leading French Communist papcr, by
Karl Radek, the Galician revolutionary
publicist, generally classified as the for-
elon expert of the Soviet Government.
Radel: naturally makes light of the
toidely. credited vcrsion of the trip, ac-
cording to which the German Govern-
ment eagerly faciitated the transporta-
tion of the Bolsheviki to Russia in the
hope of wrecking thc morale of the
Russian Army aad suppliced lL.enin and
Ms liculenants with huge quantitics of
German gold for Bolshevist propaganda
purposes. The article is entitlcd, *“ Haw
ths Bolshevist BRacillus Wus Discoveired
by the Germans and TI'ransporicd to
Russia by Generul Ludendorff.”

By KARL RADEK.

HE development of the bacillus
was written about many years
ago. James Gilom, a true.friend
of Bakunin, and Laskin, who
drew material from him, fre-

aquently 1elated how the old Teuton
Karl Marx brought the Bolshevist bacil-
lus Into this world. But, as Marx was
& deceitful fellow and wished to conceal
the German character of communism,
he prepared it out of various con-
stituent parts. He took the teachings
of the English economists and of the
claggical writers, the historical experi-
ences of the Irench Revolution, used
the results of the idealistic work of the
¥rench Utopians, and melted them all
together in the retort of German phi-
losophy. You Lknow that the boche
{s never original, but is very sly, and
with develish cunning always creates
gsomething extremely useful to * boch-
fsm *’ out of the various parts of foreign
Inventions.

What there was further in the Bol-
shevist bacillus produced by the
boche Marx, and what happened to
it during the course of sixty-seven
vears following its discovery, are also un-
known. It lived peacefully in books and
hyrt nobody, and only when the war
lasted too long and General Ludendorff
dldn't know how he was to get rid of it
dia he send the dangerous bacillus to
Rugsia. Indeed, he did {t under the
pressure of the same dangerous animals.

As {8 well known, the revolution broke
o In Petrograd in March, 1917. If you
now réad over the Temps, the Matin and
The London Times of those days, you
will see that this revolution was not
regarded as particularly dreadful. ¢ & *
The Russian Bolsheviki in Switzerland
iried at anhy price to get to Russia to
take part in the revolution. We knew
very well that, despite the hypocritically
Joyous declaration of the Entente press,
the ideas of the English and ¥rench
@overnments about the Ruysslan revo-

lution and its triumph differed from
ours, and, 'thanks to that, the trip
through Iingland and YTrance looked
utopian. .

The opinion was shared by Martof, the
house-broken revolutionlst, who was the
father of the idea of having the Petro-
grad Sovict of Workers' and DPeasants’
Delegates ask Iingland and France to
allow us to pass and then if this didn’t
succeed to turn to Germany. In this
connection, Lenin, who is known by ev-
erybody to be a skeptic, didn't believe
that permission wauld bhe obtained from
either the Ilintente or Germany. He
was all for the idea of crossing Ger-
many f{llegally. Ie tried to gct false
Swedish  passports for himself and
Zinovief.  We explained to him that
neither he nor Zinovief could talk
Swedlsh. Then in desperation he asked
us to get two passports for dumb men.
But as it appeared doubtful to us that
we could find two dumb.men in the
Swedish party who resembled Lenin
and Zinovief, we declded to see if Mar-
tof's propositions could be realizeg.

Martof telepraphed to Tcheidse, then
President of the Petrograd Councll of
Workers' and Peasants’ Delegates, while
I, in the presence of Paul Lgvi, who
was then in Switzerland, had a con-
versation with the correspondent of the
Frankfurter Zeitung—Dr. Deingart, if I
recollect aright—regarding the possibilty
of his asking Rombert, the German Am-
bassador, about the German Govern-
ment's agreeing to allow the Russian
political emigrés to cross Germany.
When he Informed us that Ambassador
Rombert was ready to negotiate with
us, we entrusted the task to Robert
Grimm, i

We gave him written instructions in
which we demanded freedom of transit

for all the emigrés who wished to go, .

without the exclusion of any one by the
German Government. We demanded
that only the cominittee elected by
those who were going through have the
right to check up the list of the travel-
ers, and that the German Government
make no attempt to get into touch with
us ring cur trip. On our side, we
proﬁlsed to do all thatt we could to
improve the condition of-the German
prisoners of war, and also to try to
hasten the return of the sick and wound-
ed men from Russia. Robert Grimm
had a conversation with Rombert and
informed us that, although Rombert was
much surprised by our demands, he had
reported to Berlin by wire.
then already a little doubtful‘ about
Grimm, we proposed that he take Fritz
Platten with him in future interviews.
Grimm advised against this on the
ground that in the course of the com-
ing negotiations with Rombert some-
thing of more importance might come

up, and that Platten might be a good
revolutionist, but he was a poor diplo-

This observation forced us to

mat,
The

decline Grimm’'a further sgervices,

ASs we were.

by Fritz Platten, as we were sure that
this rough, upright comrade would play
no diplomatic tricks.

.~ After @ little while Rombert infornied
us, in the name of the German Govern-
ment, of ils acceptance of olir demands.
And of course it was evident thuat the
German Government believed that it
could take a chance, on the supposition
that after our arrival in Russia we
would agitate for peace. It heheved it
couid hold down the tendency toward
peace in ils own country itself. These
speculations didn't bother us very much,
for we Kknew that if the revelution in
Russia assumed a proletarian character
its influence would spread f{ar beyond
the Russian borders. And so everything
was prepared for the trip.

Martof's groun objected in principle
to the journey, It still awaited an an-
swer from Tcheidse in order to be able
to insure itself against any kind of re-
proaches in the future. Martof never
started a revolution without providing
'himself with a sworn statement that he
could not have acted otherwise, g0 we
were ready to travel. \Nﬁﬁknew \hat the
"trip through Germany w@uld give rise to
all sorts of reproaches against the Bol-
| sheviki. Lenin even counted upon the
| possibility of a political prosecution, and
'all those going along had to sign a state-
'ment to the effect that they were aware
“of the possibility of such a danger.

- There was no other way out. It was
,clear that nefther England nor I'rance
‘would allow us to pass their borders.
This supposition was verified, All
'Tcheldse's efforts along that line came
to naught, and two weeks behind us

Martof’'s group also came, through GCer-
many.

We had to collect the documents con-
cerning the journey and leave copies of
them abroad. Loritt of Irance, Paul
Levl of Germany, Bronsky of Poland
and Platten of Switzerland signed the
report on the conditions under which
we were to make the trip. When our
work in Berne was finished we went to
Zurich, where we recelved the last greet-
ings of our friends, the last curses of
the patriots, and set out for Germany.

1t was already evening_when our train
entered the frontier station. We were
forty ‘men strong, with children and
baggage. The German frontier guard
met us and conducted us to the Custom
House. According to the conditions, nei-
ther our papers nor our baggage could
be examined. It was only a matter of
being counted, for whichh purpose the
men and women gathered in the diifer-

- ent corners of the room. Soon afte-

ward we disappeared into” the cars,
where the organizing abilities of the
Russian emigrés triumphed over every-
thing. The train moved. We had two
cars at our disposal. One compartment
was occupled by the German officers
accompanying us, wIlth whom Fritz
Platten, as the first diplomatic repre-
sentative of the future Soviet Russia,
acted as liaison officer.

Early in the morning Platten came
with the news that Jansen was on the

train and wanted to greet us on German
sofl in the name of the Central Commis-
sion of the German Trade Unions. It
-was plain that this was a feeler being
put out bv that sly fox, Legien, and that
Parvus, too, was not entirely dis-
interested jn the matter, as Jansen was
not only Leglen's diplomatic agent, but
also ‘the principal procurer for Parvus
in all bls activities,. We declined to
meet him. Platten got the newspapers

subsequent negotlations were carried on--for us from Jansen and took him to the
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officers’ compartment, where he found
refuge.
in Frankfort-on-the-Aain the German

soldicers stationed theve learned that
there were Russian revolutionaries on
the train. Trey brohe through ghe

cordon of spies and foreed their way
into the cars, cach with two gladses of
bheer in his hands. The beer was very
poor. We could already sece that it was
all over with German prosperity, The
voldiers were honest workingmen and
only asked us whken peace would arrive,
In the course of the talk we learned
that most of them belonged to the
Scheidemann party. In Berlin our cars
were surrounded by the spies on guard
until the train was in motion again.

At last we were on the ship. It was
a splendid day, with a fresh sea brecze.
Lenin ran around on deck and kept on
asking if his nose hadnit got blue, which,
according to the sailors’ observations,
signifies the ifmminence of an internal
storm. But everything came through all
right, We recelved a radio message in-
forming us that Ganyetski and the sec-
retary of the Swedish party, Comrade
Storim, were waiting for us in the Swed-
ish port. And =o it turned out. But a
still greater pleasurc awaited us. The
Swedish comrades ordered s good sup-
per, which was annihilated by forty
“ bucilli’* with incredible speed. The
restaurant employes took us for a band
of barbarians. Then we went to the sta-
tion, and the next morning we were in
Stockholm. : l ‘

In the Hotel Regina, where we spent
nearly a whole da'y. there was organized !
a meeting at which we told the Swedish |
comrades about our traveling conditions |
and, besidcs, that after our arrival in
Stockholin we had received news to the
effect that IParvus, in the name of the
German Social Democrat Party, wanted
to open official negotiations. We refused.
Among the igportant cvents of the day
it is to be noted that, after considerable
strife we succeeded in persuading Lenin
to buy a pair of trousers and a pair of
shoes for himself. When I arrived in
Petrograd, in November, 1017, after the
conquest of power by the Bolsheviki, I
saw these same Steckholm trousers on
Lenin, already respectably tattered.

At that time Vorovsky, the present
Soviet envoy in Rome, and Ganyetski,
an envoy in Riga, were living in Stock-
holm. 1, as an Austrian subject, could
not enter Russia, so I was left behind
with them as foreign representative,
There we received 300 Swedish crowns,
which was probably the huge sum that,
in all the tales of the French patriots,
figured ag the German gold fund for the
promotion of the Russian revojution.
During the seven months we carried on
International propaganda in Stockholm
we didn't get.a single kopek from Petro-
grad, nor did we send any there.

In the evening Lenin and his comrades
left for Russia. Theq Swedish comrades
accompanied him. As the train began
to move some Russian patriot made¢ a
solemn address in which he uzged Lenin

e

not to do anything to inju Russia.
But as the train was already under way
Lenin didn’t hear the end of the speech,
so0 he organized the November revolu-
tion. It often happens in history that
slight causes bring about great events,

This' is the true story of the Bolshe-
viki's {rip through Germany in the so-.
called  s=ealcd train, which in reality:
wasn’t scaled at all. And if I even were
tc appear before the Entente count
which is still waiting for.Wilhelm IJ,
couldn’t say anything more, |




